
IPC  Curriculum Overview  

Milepost 2—Year 4 

Autumn 

Making Waves  

The Big Idea: Sound and light are all around us – from the sound of thunder and the flash 
of lightning in a storm, to a mobile phone ringing and flashing when someone calls us. We 
are surrounded by lights and sounds. But what is sound? How are sounds made? How do 
we see and hear? And why do we see lightning before we hear the thunder? We will 
need to be scientists, musicians and designers to find out all about light and sound 
waves! Within this unit the children will be learning through a range of subjects: Science, Technology, Music 
and International. Through the Science learning targets, the children will be finding out: how sounds are made, 
how sounds can be changed, how sounds travel to the ear, how we see and hear things, what influences the 
volume of sound, why we need light to see things, colours in light and the differences between how light and 
sound travel. In International, we’ll be learning about: Light and noise pollution, how we can take action to re-
duce light and noise pollution. In Design, Technology and Innovation, we’ll be learning about: Making a pitched 
wind instrument. In Music, we’ll be learning about: Changing pitch and dynamics on a recorder  and how to 

play a simple tune on a recorder. 

Additional learning opportunities: The children will have the exciting opportunity to make 
and play their own instruments. They will need to choose the most appropriate materials 
to make their instruments and use them to compose a piece of music.  

Temples, Tombs and Treasures 

The Big Idea: The people who helped create the first great civilisations were not unlike 

you and me. Today we can learn a lot about these people and their way of life through 

the things they left behind – from everyday objects to magnificent and rare treasures. 

Within this unit the children will be learning through a range of subjects: History, Music, 

Art and  International. In their History learning, the children will be finding out  what life was like in Ancient 

Egypt and Ancient Sumer, how ancient civilisations used rivers, how to use evidence from primary and second-

ary sources to find out about ancient civilisations, families in ancient times, ancient writing systems and why 

they were created, Gods and goddesses, the Pharaohs and Lugals that ruled Ancient Egypt and Sumer, how 

the pyramids might have been built, Ancient Egyptian and Sumer tombs and burial traditions, archaeologists 

and their famous discoveries. In Art, we’ll be learning about: how to plan and create our own tomb wall 

painting, how to make an Ancient Egyptian or Sumerian headdress. In Music, we’ll be learning about: the in-

struments used in Ancient Egypt and Ancient Sumer, manipulating elements of music to change how it sounds, 

composing music to help tell a story. In International, we’ll be learning about: Comparing the lives of children 

in Ancient civilisations with life today.  

. 

Additional learning opportunities: The children has the exciting opportunity to turn 

each other into mummies. They also learnt some Egyptian dancing and created a version 

of their own in the same style and visit Bolton Museum to see their amazing Egyptian 



 
Spring 

Land, Sea and Sky 

The Big Idea: In this unit we will be learning about plants and animals, and how they can 
adapt to living almost anywhere on Earth. Our planet has a number of different habitats, 
each with their unique climate and geology. As geographers, in this unit, we will find out 
about how water, soil and rock can change the environment or be changed by natural forc-
es such as water. We will need to be scientists to examine how different organisms have adapted to survive on 
land, in the sea and in the sky. In International we will be looking at what we can do to help in preserving living 
things. In this unit we will ask exciting questions such as: How do plants and animals adapt to water habitats? 
How do animals and plants depend on each other for survival and how can human actions support or upset 
this delicate balance?  
 

Additional learning opportunities: The children will have the opportunity to explore life in water –under the 
sea, in rivers or in ponds. The children can virtually visit an aquarium and observe the wide range of animals  

and plants that live in water, to find out how they are suited to their environments.  

Island Life  

The Big Idea: Geographers and explorers estimate that there are over one million islands on 

earth. They range hugely in size, location, habitat and climate, but all are surrounded by       

water. As one in six people live on an island, let’s explore what some islands are like across 

the globe!  

Within this unit the children will be learning through a range of subjects: Geography, Art, International, Music 

and PE. In their Geography learning the children will be finding out about: The continents of the world and 

their islands Interpreting and using maps, lines marked on maps and globes that divide up the Earth, the geo-

graphical features on different islands, features of a river, the water cycle, how to use 4 figure grid references, 

the different ways islands are formed and how humans have developed and made use of islands. In History, 

we’ll be learning about: Darwin’s exploration of islands. In International, we’ll be learning about: The unique 

cultural aspects of a place, how island culture and ecology is under threat and how to protect them. In Music, 

we’ll be learning about: Different music from islands around the world, creating the atmosphere of an island 

through sounds and rhythms. In Physical Education, we’ll be learning about: Teamwork through island-inspired 

games, creating a dance inspired by islands and how to stay safe in or near water. 

Art Unit— Printing and Pressing: Children will learn the techniques required for block printing and collagraph. 

Children will create their own collagraph to paint from. 

Additional learning opportunities: The children will have the exciting opportunity to take 

part in a pirate themed day, dressing up as pirates and experiencing what life would be like 

living on an island. 



 

They Made A Difference 

The Big Idea: Some people have made such a big difference in the world that their impact 

on our lives can still be felt today. In this unit we will be learning about people from various 

walks of life that their ideas or achievements have singled them out from others. Some of 

them are more famous and recognised than others, but do you think you need to be fa-

mous to have an impact on and change the world? What could we do to make a difference? Let’s find out!  

Within this unit the children will be learning through a range of subjects: History, Art, International and Music 

In their History learning the children will be finding out about: rulers or leaders that have made a difference, 

Making a timeline to organise events chronologically, primary and secondary historical sources, personal bias 

in the account of historical events, scientists who have made a difference and people who are making history. 

In International, we’ll be learning about: The difference between “famous people” and “people who are mak-

ing a difference”, human rights activists, people who inspire us, how we can make a difference through kind-

ness. In Art, we’ll be learning about: Artists who have contributed to art and society, the art of architecture, 

how to create a model building inspired by a building that we appreciate. In Music, we’ll be learning about: 

Songs that aim to make a difference and performing a song together.  

Additional learning opportunities: The children will have the exciting opportunity to 

dress up as a significant person from the past—someone who has impacted on the 

lives of people today. They will have the opportunity to share information about their 

famous person with others in the class.  

Summer 

Bright Sparks 

The Big Idea: We will be learning about electricity and its importance on our daily 
lives. Can you imagine how your life would be without electricity? As scientists we 
will investigate how electricity flows through wires and how switches work. Do you 
know that there are materials that don’t allow electricity to pass through them? We 
will also find out how electricity is produced in our countries and explore ways to save electricity.  

 In Science, we’ll be learning about: How to make different electrical circuits, materials that conduct electricity, 
how to build more complex circuits, using electricity to make a magnet. In Design Technology and Innovation, 
we’ll be learning about: How to make a model with light and sound. In Geography, we’ll be learning about: The 
different ways electricity is generated. In International, we’ll be learning about: How we (and others) can save 
electricity. In Health and Wellbeing, we’ll be learning about: Keeping safe around electricity and affordable elec-
tricity for all.  

Additional learning opportunities: The children will have the exciting opportunity to create a TV 
documentary explain how electricity is produce and the impact of using to too much electricity on 
our planet.  



 

Shake it 

The Big Idea: We will be learning about solids, liquids and gases and how things can change 

state. We will need to be scientists to investigate the chemistry of some cooking and prepa-

ration processes. We will use our knowledge to make butter, cheese, and milkshakes. What 

has cooking got to do with science? Do you have any idea of how to make butter? In Science, we’ll be learning 

about: Different kinds of milk Solids, liquids and gases. how to make butter, changes of state, reversible and 

irreversible changes, making ice cream, adding air to liquids, testing which solids dissolve in milk, making a fla-

voured milkshake, carrying out a fair test. In International, we’ll be learning about: alternatives to cows’ milk, 

what influences our milk choices or preferences. In Design, Technology and Innovation we’ll be learning about: 

The different types of milk packaging, designing our own milkshake brand and packaging. In Health and Well-

being, we’ll be learning about: Why mammals, including humans, drink milk.  

Additional learning opportunities: The children will have the exciting opportunity to               

design and make their own milkshakes using their knowledge that they have gained 

throughout the unit whilst selecting their own unique ingredients to include.  

 

Summer continued 


