
IPC  Curriculum Overview  

Milepost 1—Year 1 

The Magic Toy Maker 

The Big Idea:  

In The Magic Toymaker, we will be learning all about the world of toys and the role that they play in entertain-
ing us, educating us, and stimulating our imagination. As historians, we will be finding out about the ways in 
which toys have changed over time; as scientists, we will be exploring the various materials that toys are made 
of; as designers, we will be learning about the different stages of the toy-making process and creating our own 
board games; and as programmers, we will be covering the basics of computer game coding. Toys come in 
many shapes and sizes, but what is it that makes a great toy? 

In History, we’ll be learning about: toys and games from the past, how to order a group of objects from old or 
new, how to create our own toy museum display, how we can learn about the past in different ways. In Sci-
ence, we’ll be learning about: how to sort toys based on what they are made of, which materials can be bent, 
squashed, twisted or stretched, why different materials have particular uses, pushes and pulls, and how toys 
move. In Design, Technology and Innovation, we’ll be learning about: ‘Magic’ toys that fool our eyes, how to 
design and make our own board game. In ICT & Computing, we’ll be learning about: how to control our own 
space sprite on a computer. In international, we’ll be learning about: popular games from other countries and 
teaching others to play them 

Additional learning opportunities:  

Children will explore toys from the past and have special visitors come into school to 
speak about the toys from the past.  

Parental involvement: During the entry point, parents, friends of the school communi-
ty and local business people where invited to school to attend a careers workshop and  
to share their  experiences of the jobs they do on a daily basics. The children were giv-
en the opportunity to interview these people to find out more for themselves.  

Autumn 

Super Humans 

The Big Idea:  

In Super Humans, we will be learning about how our bones, muscles, senses and nerves all con-
nect to make us human. As scientists, we will be investigating the ways in which these body parts 
interact with our brain, enabling us to see, hear, smell, taste and touch.  

Additional learning opportunities:  

Children will take part in two sessions, led by our school    nurses, that aims to develop the children’s under-
standing of being healthy.  

 

 



 

People of the Past 

 

The Big Idea: 

In People of the Past, we will be learning about a variety of significant people 

who left a lasting impact on humanity through their hard work, resilience and creativity. As his-

torians, we will investigate the lives of several influential figures to find out about the personal 

qualities that enabled them to shape the world as we know it. As musicians and artists, we will 

be producing pieces inspired by the lives and works of famous composers and painters, there-

by exploring the elements that made their creations so ground-breaking. Throughout the unit, 

learners should be encouraged to reflect: How are our lives different thanks to the work of 

these significant people?  

 

Additional Learning Opportunities: 

During this unit, there is the possibility for children to learn about local influential people with-

in the area  - L.S Lowry and visit a local museum to see some of his artwork. 

Spring 

The Earth Our Home 

The Big Idea:  

All living things – plants, animals and people – have a home or somewhere to 
live that we call a ‘habitat’. A habitat can be huge like the ocean or small like a 

leaf. To survive, living things need to live in places that meet their needs. What do living things need to sur-
vive? How do different habitats provide for their needs? We will need to be scientists and geographers in or-
der to answer these questions.  

Additional learning opportunities: During this unit  the children will be visited by a wildlife expert who will 
share his specialist knowledge of a variety of different animals whilst providing the children with the oppor-
tunity to see and handle over 35 different animal  species.  

Art Unit  

Children will explore the cycle of art and focus specifically on sculpture. They will explore different artists and 
create their own animal sculpture based on Louise Bourgeois’ spider.   



 

Hooray! Let’s Go On Holiday 

The Big Idea:  

In Hooray... Let's Go On Holiday!, we will be learning about why holidays are special days when 
we take a rest from school and work. We will need to be geographers as we learn about different 
holiday destinations around the world, and we will need to take on the role of historians when we 
learn about holidays in the past. We will also need to be able to find out information from the Internet and books. 

Now that we can travel to different parts of the world more easily, who knows where we will go for our holidays in the 
future? 

In Geography, we’ll be learning about: the places people go to on holiday, how people travel to holiday destinations, some of the 
things people do on holiday, what the weather is like in different holiday destinations. In History, we’ll be learning about: the holi-
days that we have been on, the evolution of luggage over time, differences between holidays in the past and holidays today. In De-
sign, Technology and Innovation, we'll be learning about: designing a holiday souvenir. In Art, we’ll be learning about: painting a holi-
day scene for a postcard or poster, how to create a collage on the theme of holidays. In ICT & Computing, we’ll be learning about: 
how to create a Virtual Tour on Google Earth, in Health and Wellbeing, we’ll be learning about: how we can make sure that we stay 
safe when on holiday. In International, we’ll be learning about: how to be responsible tourists and look after the places that we visit 
on holiday, how w to greet people in different languages and some of the Wonders of the World. 

 

Additional learning opportunities: During this unit the children will be given the amazing 
opportunity to visit a beach location with their peers. During this day they will be able to 
develop their understanding of holidays and participate in some of the things that people 
like to do whilst they are on holiday, for example making sand sculptures.   

Summer 

Green Fingers 

The Big Idea:  

We will be learning about plants and how important they are to our world. Plants are living things – they grow 
when we give them enough sunlight, food and water. Plants give us food to eat, clean air to breathe and ma-
terials to build our houses and furniture. We can use plants to make clothes and medicines, and to decorate 
our gardens. To fully engage with this unit, we will need to be scientists, geographers and international learners. How important are 
plants to our world?  

Within this unit the children will be learning through a range of subjects: Science, Technology, Geography and International. Through 
the Science learning targets the children will be finding out about the plants that grow in their local area, the different parts of a 
plant , what they need in order to grow and how to care for a plant. In Technology the children will be researching different types of 
watering devices for plants and using this to design and make their own. Through their Geography learning the children will be find-

ing out about plants that grow in other countries around the world. In the International learning targets the 
children ill be finding out how people in other countries use plants and how eating more plants could make a 
difference to the world in which they live.  

Parental involvement: Parents are invited into school to share a learning activity with the children. During 
this activity the children will be planting their own ‘Herby Head’ that they will learn to care for throughout the 
course of the unit.  


