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All about Reception 
I am the reception teacher here at St Augustine’s and I love the whole ethos of Early years. We aim to make sure that 

your children reach their full potential and enjoy every minute of their first years at St Augustine’s.   

Miss Dunn 

 

The school day 

School starts at 8.50am 

When your child arrives at school in the morning, she/he should stand outside in the designated drop off area until the 

doors are opened for children to enter and start learning for 8.50am. Your child’s class teacher/teaching assistant will then 

come and collect the class and take them into school. 

 

Lunchtime is at 11.45pm-1pm 

Children will eat their lunch in the hall whether they have a school dinner or packed lunch. 

School finishes at 3.15pm:  Please wait in the designated collection area until the class teacher/TA brings the class to the 

yard. Children must be collected by an adult on the pick up list at the end of the day.  

School finishes at 3.15pm. If you are unable to collect your child at this time for any reason, please inform the office 

immediately. Our staff cannot be held responsible for children who have not been collected. 

 

 

 

 



Meet the staff 
A very warm welcome to Reception. We are incredibly proud of our school and the achievements of all our pupils. On 

behalf of all the staff, we look forward to another successful year at St Augustine’s.                                             

Mrs J Murphy ~ Principal  

 

 
 

 

Hi I’m Miss Dunn and I am 

currently moving in to my 8th 

year of teaching and my 5th 

year at St Augustine’s. I 

completed a degree in 

Physical Education and 

School sport then moved on 

to do my teacher training. I 

love my job and everything 

about Early Years! 

I have a son, Ronnie, who is 3 

years old and is just about to 

start school himself. I love 

playing netball, keeping fit 

and spending time with my 

family and friends.  

                       

Hi I’m Mrs Grimshaw and this 

is my second year working as 

a teaching assistant at St 

Augustine’s. I have a degree 

in Early childhood studies and 

worked in private nurseries for 

17 years. I have been able to 

use my experience from 

private nurseries to support 

me in this job and I now love 

working in school watching 

your children grow and learn! 

I have 2 girls Charlotte and 

Emily Rose. I enjoy running 

and spending time with my 

family.  

Miss Dunn 

Reception 

Teacher 

Mrs 

Grimshaw 

Teaching 

Assistant 



Learning in Reception 
At St Augustine’s, we follow the Development Matters document to assess the progress and attainment of our pupils. Our 

Learning Journeys collect a range of evidence to support our judgments on the characteristics of learning. Phonics is a 

key part of the curriculum in Reception. 

Mathematics is an integral part of the curriculum at St Augustine’s. There is a focus on mastery in maths where children 

become secure in the key skills of arithmetic and reasoning. 

Religious Education forms a key part of the curriculum provision at St Augustine’s. Being a Christian school, Christianity is 

taught as part of the curriculum. As a school, we also celebrate and learn about different faiths. Our Christian values form 

a key part of who we are as a school and sit alongside the IPC Personal Learning Goals. The 12 Christian values we focus 

on are: Generosity, Compassion, Courage, Forgiveness, Friendship, Respect, Thankfulness, Trust, Perseverance, Justice, 

Service and Truthfulness.  

Homework 

Your child will be sent home a reading book and Phonics keywords to learn each night.  It is expected that your child will read a 

minimum of 3 times per week.  

 

Staff in EYFS 

Nursery Mrs Hoult Mrs Gregory  

Miss Dempsey Reception Miss Dunn 

Mrs Hoult 

Mrs Grimshaw 



At St Augustine’s we love to learn! 
Take a look at all the exciting things we will be getting up to this year in Reception!   

                         

 

                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will explore 

our indoor and 

outdoor areas 

We will work as 

a team and 

make solid 

friendships  

 

There will be lots of 

fun, hands on 

learning going on 

We will do lots of 

making and baking! 

We can’t 

wait to see 

you! 



Our Christian Vision 

 

 

As a school rooted in strong Christian tradition, it is our mission 

that each child becomes a conscientious, caring global 

citizen who has respect for themselves and all others. By 

nurturing enquiring minds and achieving academic 

excellence, we hope to inspire greatness through God’s love. 

The Lord says, ‘For I know the plans I have for you….plans to 

give you hope and a future.’ Jeremiah 29:11 

 

By applying our inclusive Christian ethos, rooted in our faith 

that we are all made in God’s image, and putting this into 

practice through our school Christian values, we learn and 

live well together. In this way we will become the people 

God calls us to be.  “I came to give life – life in all its fullness.” 

John 10:10 

 

 



The International Primary Curriculum 
Alongside English and Mathematics, we deliver an international curriculum which encompasses all the subjects from the 

National Curriculum. Through this curriculum, children make connections with their learning. The more connections 

children make, the better they learn!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

  

We are scientists. We are historians. We are 

geographers. 

We are scientists. We are 

musicians. 

We are artists. We are sports 

coaches. 

We are global 

citizens. 

Reception will cover 6 

different units across 

the year. These are 

• This is me  
• Blast Off!  
• Once Upon A Time  
• The world around us  
• Going Places  
• To the rescue 

 



 

 

The International Primary Curriculum Personal Learning Goals 

The Personal Learning Goals are the attributes that as a school we want all our pupils to have. Through 

the curriculum and beyond, pupils are encouraged to demonstrate the attributes. It is hoped that by 

demonstrating all the attributes, this will help learners flourish throughout their lives.  

Enquiry 

Being able to ask questions and then plan and carry out investigations 

related to those questions, collect evidence from a range of sources 

and think about the wider issues.  

 

Thoughtfulness 

To be able to use a range of thinking skills in solving problems whilst 

considering others points of view. To reflect upon what has been learned 

and its implications on their own lives and the lives of others. 

 

Adaptability 

To know about a range of views, cultures and traditions and to respect 

others, to approach new ideas with confidence and to be able to 

suggest ideas and solutions in a range of situations. 

 

Co-operation 

To understand that different people have different roles to play in groups 

and to adopt a different role depending on the activity and the needs of 

the group. Be able to work alongside and in co-operation with others.   

Resilience 

To be able to stick with a task until it is completed and to learn to try 

again if unsuccessful the first time round. 

 

Respect 

To learn about the varying needs of other people, living things and the 

environment and to show respect for the world itself. 

Morality 

To learn about the moral issues associated with different subjects and to 

respect alternative viewpoints as well as give reasons for their own. 

 

Being Internationally Minded  

To have an awareness of ourselves and others. 

Communication 

To be able to make their meaning clear using different ways of 

communicating and a range of tools and technologies to aid their 

communication. To learn how to communicate in more than 1 

language. 

 



Internationalism @St Augustine’s 
As well as the eight Personal Learning Goals, at St Augustine’s we promote internationalism not only through the curriculum 

provision but also through work we do with link schools, charity work- within the community, our home country (UK) and 

globally. At St Augustine’s we support the charity Action Aid. As a school community we define being international as: 
 

‘To have an awareness of ourselves and others’ 

 

 

Through the IPC units of work, home (UK) and host countries (countries around the world) are studied. Our curriculum has 

a deep focus on global awareness and the community enjoys participating in our International Days.  



Our School Behaviour System 
Through our Golden Rules, we promote positive behaviour and attitude towards learning. The Golden Rules are:  

1.        Do be gentle 
1.  

2. Do be kind and helpful 
 
 

3. Do work hard 
 

4. Do look after property 
 

5. Do be honest 

Children are encouraged to behave well, in line with our Christian values, at all times. They are reminded that they have 

a choice and that the onus of responsibility is on the child.  

Bookmark stickers, for the ‘Good To Be Green’ behaviour system, are awarded to children for a range of things including, 

good behaviour, excellent work and good manners.  

Weekly certificates are awarded to pupils who have shown good progress towards our Personal Learning Goals. This 

celebration assembly, together with whole school collective worship is held every Friday.  

 

 

                 



General Information 

School Uniform 

Please ensure that your child comes to school each day in the correct uniform: 

On PE days children will be able to come to school dressed in PE kit. Please note if children are incorrectly dressed 

parents will be contacted to bring in the correct clothing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trainers are only to be worn for PE activities. Gold/silver ear studs and a wristwatch (with the exception of ‘smart 

watches’) are the only items of jewellery that are to be worn. Children are not allowed to wear nail varnish/acrylic nails.  

Hair styles should be neat and not extreme. Long hair tied back at all times. 

 

Medication 

The only medication (other than inhalers and epipens) that staff are allowed to administer is prescription medicine 

which has to be taken four or more times a day. If your child has been prescribed medication, the medicine MUST have 

your child’s name on it. You will need to hand the medicine in at the office and complete a consent form. 

What to do if your child is ill 

Each day your child is absent due to illness you must report the absence: 

School Uniform 

Black/grey skirt/trousers 

White polo shirt  

Blue jumper 

Black school shoes – no trainers 

of any sort 

School reading bag or school 

sports bag only (no large 

rucksacks) 

 

PE Kit  

Black/dark blue plain shorts/leggings/joggies 

White plain t-shirt 

Black/dark blue indoor pumps 

Trainers (outdoor PE) 

Black/ plain tracksuit (outdoor PE) 

All PE kit to be plain and have no brands or logos  



School telephone: 0161 505 1317 

Please note general appointments such as doctors, dentist should be made outside of the school day. Where 

appointments are unavoidable, such as the hospital – the appointment letter/email must be shown to the school office. 

School should be notified on the day of the appointment prior to your child being collected from school by the designated 

parent/carer. The ‘safe password’ system is available – please contact your class teacher or the school office for details. 

Your child will never be allowed to leave school without us receiving prior knowledge of an appointment and they must 

be collected from a designated parent/carer. 
 

Dinner Money - School Meals cost £2.10 per day - We are now a cash free school. 

To make payments for dinners, please visit your child's Arbor account.  All accounts to be kept up to date. If you do not 

have an account, please contact the School Office to set one up. 

All children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 automatically qualify for Universal Infant Free School Meal (UIFSM) scheme, 

which is a Government Nationwide Scheme. 

Is my child eligible for free school meals? Please visit https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/vantage and complete the 

application form. 

 

Snack Time 

At snack time, we do allow children to bring into school something to eat – please avoid sending chocolate/crisps. School 

can also provide a snack, please contact the school office for details.  
 

Food and drink 

We have a number of children in school who are allergic to certain ingredients and foods such as nuts. Therefore if you 

would like to celebrate your child’s birthday, we can only accept, ‘shop bought’ cakes with ingredients listed to be 

brought into school.  

Partnership between school and home 

We hold two formal Parents Evenings a year: Autumn Term and Spring Term. In addition to these, you will receive a written 

report detailing your child’s progress and attitude. If there are any problems that need to be discussed, please see the 

class teacher. 

https://st-hildas-cofe.uk.arbor.sc/?/home-ui/index
https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/vantage


Should you wish to see the class teacher, please do not hesitate to contact the office for an appointment or see the 

teacher during the ‘Parent Drop In’ on Mondays between 3.15pm and 3.30pm. 

The reading diary is an important way to communicate with the class teacher. Therefore, it is important that your child 

brings their reading diary each day. However as reading books may not be changed every day, urgent or important 

information please contact the school office on 0161 505 1317 or by email staoffice@vantageacademies.co.uk  
 

Our aim is for school and home to always work in partnership, if you have any questions please speak to your class 

teacher in the first instance, your class teaching assistant may also be able to help. The school office can make 

appointments if you need to discuss anything at length with Mrs Marsland, Deputy Principal and Leader of Lower School, 

Mrs Taylor, Learning Mentor or Mrs Murphy - Principal.  

Miss Pickering is the school SENDCo (Special Needs and Disabilities Co-ordinator) who can also answer  

any questions or queries. 

 
 

 

 
 


