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Across the curriculum, Knowledge, skills and understanding are all considered valuable. All of the Knowledge Learning Goals start with ‘to know’, 

all of the Skills Learning Goals start with ‘be able to’ and all of the Understanding Learning Goals start with ‘understand’. Icons for knowledge, skills, 

and understanding are shared with children along with the definitions for each. 

KNOWLEDGE 

 

 

Definition: We think of 

knowledge as ‘knowing 

that’  

Characteristics of knowledge: Knowledge can be new or consolidated. 

Knowledge is continually expanding and can change as new discoveries are 

made.  

SKILLS  

 

Definition: We think of skills 

as ‘being able to do 

something’  

 

Characteristics of skills: Skills are learnt in a practical way; they can be new or 

consolidated. We define developmental stages of acquiring skills as ‘Beginning, 

Developing, Mastering and Innovating’.  

UNDERSTANDING  Definition: We think of 

understanding as making 

meaning  

 

Characteristics of understanding: Understanding is personal and connections 

have to be made actively by the learner in order to make meaning. Multiple 

opportunities should be offered for learners to develop and demonstrate their 

understanding. Understanding includes components of knowledge, skills 

and experience.  

  

 

 

  

The year 1 curriculum is based around quality text and is catered to suit the needs of the children when entering 

key stage 1. At St Augustine’s, for years 2 to 6 we deliver English through the use of the Language and Literacy 

scheme  
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Early Years English coverage will include: 
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Unit being 

taught 

Quality texts 

Reading Writing Grammar 

Unit 1 

The toys have come to 

life! 

Fiction/non-fiction 

Traction Man 

The day the crayons 

quit! 

Naughty Bus  

The night before 

Christmas  

Michael Rosen’s poetry 

Children will: 

• Explore and make connections about 

stories with toys as the central theme 

to their own experiences. 

• Explore the feelings of characters at 

different points in different stories. 

• Participate in discussions about what 

is read to them. 

The key writing purpose is to 

write a story about a naughty 

toy, to write in a role as a toy 

and to write some 

information sentences about 

a real toy. 

 

Capital letters 

Full stops 

Finger spaces 

Unit 2 

Once Upon a Time… 

Fiction 

Snow white and the 

seven dwarfs 

Red Riding hood 

The 3 Little Pigs 

 

Children will: 

• Become familiar with key stories, fairy 

stories and traditional tales. 

• Sequence the main events in a story. 

• Participate in discussions about what is 

read to them. 

• Ask questions to characters and act in 

role. 

The key writing purpose is to 

write different characters.an 

alternative version and letters 

to  

 

Capital letters 

Full stops 

And as a way to join 

sentences 
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Mary and the Twelve 

Months 

Unit 3 

The Big Freeze 

Fiction/nonfiction 

Lost and Found  

The Emperor’s Egg  

Penguin Small  

Solo  

Can penguins ride a 

bike? 

Children will: 

• Participate in discussions about what is 

read to them. 

• Ask questions to characters and act in 

role. 

• Make predictions based on what has 

happened so far. 

• Discuss new word meanings. 

The key writing purpose is to 

write a new ending, make a 

penguin fact book and write 

instructions. 

 

Capital letters 

Full stops 

And as a way to join 

sentences 

Numbers for 

instructions 

 Unit 4 

Monstrous Monsters 

Fiction/Poetry 

Monstersaurus  

Do not enter the 

Monster Zoo – Sparkes & 

Ogilvie 

Where the wild things 

are 

Monsters 

Children will: 

• Participate in discussions about what is 

read to them. 

• Ask questions to characters and act in 

role. 

• Make predictions based on what has 

happened so far. 

• Discuss new word meanings. 

• Make inferences on the basis of what 

is being said and done. 

The key writing purpose is to 

write a description of a new 

monster, a persuasive 

speech bubble, a diary entry 

and a letter.   

Children will also write a 

monster poem. 

 

Capital letters 

Full stops 

And as a way to join 

sentences 

Finger spaces 

Prefix un 

 Unit 5 

Let’s all go to the beach 

Fiction/non-fiction 

Jaggedy Daggers  

Larry Lightfingers  

The Magic Beach 

(poetic story) 

Seaside poems  

The Lighthouse Keepers 

Lunch 

 

Children will: 

• Participate in discussions about what is 

read to them. 

• Ask questions to characters and act in 

role. 

• Make predictions based on what has 

happened so far. 

• Discuss new word meanings. 

• Make inferences on the basis of what 

is being said and done. 

• Reread stories for pleasure to build up 

fluency. 

The key writing purpose is to 

rewrite story parts to make 

them more exciting, write in 

role as a Jaggedy Dagger, 

create a persuasive brochure 

and write a seaside sense 

poem. 

Plurals adding s or es 

Question marks 

Exclamation marks 

Proper nouns 

 Unit 6 

Watch me grow! 

Fiction/non-fiction 

The odd egg - Gravett 

Jim and the Beanstalk 

Eddie’s Garden 

Titch 

Children will: 

• Participate in discussions about what is 

read to them. 

• Ask questions to characters and act in 

role. 

• Make predictions based on what has 

happened so far. 

The key writing purpose is to 

write a bean seed diary, to 

write instructions for growing 

and planting a seed and to 

write an explanation through 

captions and pictures. 

 

Plurals adding s or es 

Question marks 

Exclamation marks 

Proper nouns 

Year 1 suffixes 
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The Tiny Seed 

The Growing story 

• Discuss new word meanings. 

• Recognise and join in with 

predictable phrases. 
Y
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Unit being 

taught 

Reading Writing Grammar 

Unit 1 

Stories with a familiar 

setting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explanations 

Children will: 

• Connect and explore the central 

theme of family relationship in Sister for 

Sale by drawing links between texts. 

• Explore character’s feelings 

throughout Cotton Colin and Sister for 

Sale and how they reflect characters 

development. 

 

 

Children will: 

• Think about why we read explanatory 

texts. 

• Notice how explanatory are structured 

the information clear, using key 

features. 

• Identify how adverbs of time are used 

to order information and how this helps 

the reader to follow the text. 

• Understand why glossaries are useful 

and learn to organise information 

alphabetically. 

The key writing purpose is to 

write a new story about 

friendship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The key writing purpose is to 

write an explanation of a life 

cycle. 

 

Capital letters 

Question marks 

Suffixes 

Unit 2 

Poetry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-chronological 

report 

Children will: 

• Explore poetic techniques e.g. rhyme, 

rhythm, repetition and alliteration. 

• Explore the form of shape (concrete) 

poems. 

• Perform a poem, using emphasis to 

create meaning. 

 

Children will: 

• Find answers to their questions by 

reading a non-chronological text. 

The key writing purpose is to 

write a poem to describe a 

new sea creature. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The key writing purpose is to 

write a well-structured non-

chronological report. 

 

Commas in lists 

Suffixes 

Compound words 
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• Identify how non-chronological texts 

are structured to help the reader find 

information. 

• Use mind maps to organise notes. 

. 

 

Unit 3 

Playscripts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Persuasion 

Children will: 

• Connect and explore the central 

themes of honesty, friendship and 

persuasion by drawing links between 

texts. 

• Explore characters thoughts and 

feelings. 

• Discuss the importance of specific 

characters and moments. 

• Understand the impact of sound 

effects. 

 

Children will: 

• Identify persuasive words and phrases 

and recognise that these focus on the 

positive aspects of something. 

• Notice how adverts persuade. 

• Experiment with features of layout. 

. 

The key writing purpose is to 

write some new scenes for a 

play. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The key writing purpose is to 

write and perform a 

persuasive voice over. 

Exclamation 

Command 

Adjectives, nouns 

and noun phrases 

 Unit 4 

Traditional tales 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instructions 

Children will: 

• Explore the power of fairy tales through 

a traditional retelling. 

• Recognise the special tales used in 

fairy tales. 

• Identify the most important moments 

in a story. 

• Explore how characters change. 

 

 

 

Children will: 

• Look at different forms of instructions. 

• Notice how adverbs of time are used 

to sequence information. 

• Follow simple instructions. 

The key writing purpose is to 

write a new fairy tale. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The key writing purpose is to 

write a clear set of 

instructions. 

 

Conjunctions 

Adverbs 
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• Recognise how adverbs of manner are 

used in instruction texts to give more 

precise information. 

 

 

 Unit 5 

Stories with a familiar 

setting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communication 

Children will: 

• Connect and explore the central 

themes of communication by drawing 

links between texts. 

• Explore character’s motivations, 

thoughts feelings, speech and actions. 

• Examine how personal writing conveys 

mood. 

 

Children will: 

• Explore the different forms of 

communication appropriate for 

different situations. 

• Recognise formal and informal 

language and understand that 

formality is dependent on context. 

 

The key writing purpose is to 

develop a new character 

and write a diary entry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The key writing purpose is to 

use formal and informal 

language for different forms 

of communication. 

 

Conjunctions 

Apostrophes for 

contractions 

 Unit 6 

Fantasy worlds 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information texts 

Children will: 

• Connect and explore central themes 

of envy and courage. 

• Explore features of different fantasy 

settings. 

• Use drama to explore motivations 

behind behaviour and action. 

 

Children will: 

• Read and identify key points about 

chocolate and how it is made. 

• Explore the features of information 

texts and how information located. 

• Consider the way information is 

presented to engage the audience. 

 

The key writing purpose is to 

write a fantasy story set in 

space. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The key writing purpose is to 

present information in an 

engaging way. 

 

 

 

Verb tense 

Tenses in texts 
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Unit being taught Reading  Writing Grammar 

Year 3 
Unit 1 

A story with a familiar 

setting 

 

 

 

Information texts. 

 

 

Children will: 

• Link the key theme of Sand Wizards to their own 

to their own experiences. 

• Identify particular words and techniques Jon 

Blake uses to create contrasting moods. 

• Think about how the description of the setting in 

Sand Wizards reflects the characters feelings. 

 

Children will: 

• Notice key features of information texts 

• Use mind maps and summarise information. 

• Consider the difference between general 

information and specific information 

• Notice how information is organised and 

experiment in different ways. 

 

 

 

The key writing purpose is to write two 

descriptions of a beach setting which 

shows contrasting moods and feelings. 

 

 

 

 

 

The key writing purpose is to write an 

entry for an A to Z travel guide that 

gives the reader clear, useful and 

interesting information. 

Adverbs and 

adverbials 

Inverted commas 

 

 

 

 

 

Headings and 

subheadings 

Unit 2 

Playscripts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instruction Texts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children will: 

• Connect and explore the central themes of 

friendship and lying in A tune of lies, making 

connections with other texts and their own 

experiences. 

• Recognise and understand the features of a 

playscript. 

• Explore how characters change and develop 

throughout a play. 

 

Children will: 

• Consider why people need and use instructions 

• Notice how instructions are organised to make 

them easy to follow 

• Evaluate instructions against a set of criteria. 

The key writing purpose is to write a 

new ending to a play, including some 

new ideas for action, stage directions 

and dialogue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The key writing purpose is to write clear 

instructions. 

Adverbs of time 
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 Unit 3 

Science fiction/fantasy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussion texts 

Children will: 

• Connect and explore the central themes and 

ideas in A tale of two robots of invention and 

science. 

• Explore how Roy Apps develops a plot. 

• Devise questions for the main character to ask 

and answer in role. 

 

 

 

Children will: 

• Consider what makes a discussion balanced. 

• Look at the language we use to structure a 

balanced and discursive argument. 

• Role-play a debate in order to engage fully 

with both points of view. 

 

The key writing purpose is to write a 

new episode for the story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The key writing purpose is to write a 

balanced discussion text. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Determiners 

Conjunctions 

Adverbs and 

adverbials 

 Unit 4 

Poetic language and word 

play 

 

 

 

 

Explanations 

Children will: 

• Explore and discuss key features of different 

types of poems. 

• Recognise and discuss poetic techniques such 

as alliteration. 

• Explore a poem and perform it.  

 

Children will: 

• Explore aspects of explanation texts that  make 

them clear for the reader 

• Investigate different types of explanation texts. 

 

The key writing purpose is to write a 

water-cycle poem and participate in 

class performance poetry. 

 

 

 

 

The key writing purpose is to write two 

clear and useful explanations. 

 

prefixes 

 Unit 5 

Mystery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children will: 

• Explore features of mystery stories by looking at 

Smash and Grab! 

• Explore how the author creates expense by 

leaving clues. 

• Examine how authors build suspense and 

interest by showing rather than telling. 

 

The key writing purpose is to write a 

new mystery story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adverbs and word 

families 

Sentences 

Perfect tense 
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Non-chronological report Children will: 

• Think of questions they would like to find the 

answer to. 

• Examine a non-chronological text, looking at its 

structure and features. 

• Review their understanding of alphabetical 

order. 

 

 

The key writing purpose is to write a 

non- chronological report and present 

it to the class. 

 

 Unit 6 

Folktales 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Biography and 

autobiography 

Children will: 

• Explore the structure of folktales and the 

archetypes that make up the plot and 

characters in The Enchantress of the sands. 

• Analyse how Jamilla Gavin uses rich language 

to depict the setting. 

• Use drama to explore the suspense in the 

climax of the story. 

 

Children will: 

• Explore information about Jamilla Gavin. 

• Think about how biographies are structured, 

and examine their key features. 

• Compare biography and autobiography. 

The key writing purpose is to write a 

new folk tale with a vivid setting, 

atmosphere and exciting climax. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The key writing purpose is to write a 

biography using notes taken from 

audio accounts and fact files. 

 

 

Prepositions 

paragraphs 

 
Year 4 

Unit 1 

Dilemma story 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information texts 

 

Children will: 

• Link the theme of dilemmas in Lost or Stolen? 

With their own experiences and other stories. 

• Explore the characters, including what they 

think and how they change as the story 

develops. 

• Understand how suspense is created in a story. 

• Explore how they can use their voices to 

create tension when reading aloud. 

 

 

Children will: 

• Discover that specific information texts are 

written with a specific audience and purpose 

in mind. 

The key writing purpose is to write a 

new chapter of the story with a 

different dilemma and setting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The key writing purpose is to write an 

advice leaflet and make a 

presentation. 

Inverted commas 
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• Understand how people use different sources 

of information to help them make decisions 

and form opinions. 

• Compose research questions and use them to 

focus on relevant information. 

• Discover how an article is structured to make it 

easy for readers to find information, using key 

features.  

 Unit 2 

Poetry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Journalistic recounts 

 

Children will: 

• Build strong pictures in their minds, making links 

between poems and their own experiences. 

• Explore the effect of poetic techniques e.g. 

repetition, alliteration and simile. 

• Explore the range of forms poetry takes e.g. 

haiku, rhyming couplets and free verse. 

• Learn some lines of poetry by heart to recite in 

a performance. 

 

Children will: 

• Develop their own understanding of both 

personal and newspaper recounts. 

• Understand that recounts are organised in 

chronological order, in the past tense. 

• Identify the key information in a recount using 

who, what, where, when and why. 

• Learn to identify points of view, facts and 

opinions and understand how they change the 

reliability of the recount. 

 

The key writing purpose is to write a 

poem in free verse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The key writing purpose is to write an 

article in the style of a recount, using 

language features that are typical of a 

newspaper. 

paragraphs 

 Unit 3 

Narrative verse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children will: 

• Make links between the story and their own 

experiences and prior reading, and between 

the story and the tradition of oral storytelling 

and ballads. 

• Explore the language in the story, particularly 

the use of synonyms. 

• Use evidence from the text to explore the 

characters. 

• Learn by heart and recite a section of text. 

 

The key writing purpose is to write a 

new story using characters from the 

text. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adverbials 

including fronted 

adverbials. 
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Explanation texts Children will: 

• Consolidate their understanding of how 

explanation texts are structured to make 

information clear. 

• Read and evaluate a range of explanation 

texts. 

• Understand how visual aids such as flow charts 

help the audience to understand complicated 

processes more easily. 

 

The key writing purpose is to write 

about a pupil’s life at stage school 

based on a radio interview. 

 

 

 Unit 4 

Playscripts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evaluating evidence 

Children will: 

• Discuss the importance of specific characters 

and moments in The fly and the fool. 

• Explore the characters to understand their 

actions. 

• Explore how the flashback in the play helps the 

audience understand the plot and make 

judgements about the motivations of the 

characters. 

• Understand playscript conventions, including 

stage directions. 

 

Children will: 

• Understand the key features of explanation 

texts. 

• Show their understanding of summarising 

explanations they have read. 

• Expand their vocabulary by learning some 

technical language and finding definitions of 

words they don’t know. 

 

The key writing purpose is to write a 

playscript scene based on known 

characters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The key writing purpose is to select 

evidence to write about and present 

them. 

Plurals, possession 

and apostrophes 

 Unit 5 

Stories with an historical 

setting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children will: 

• Engage with the historical context of Runaways 

to develop understanding of the plot, setting 

and character. 

• Explore how Jim Eldridge uses showing not 

telling to give the reader clues about 

characters through dialogue, actions and 

reactions. 

The key writing purpose is to use the 

historical setting and characters from 

Runaways to write a new part of the 

story from one characters point of 

view. 

 

 

 

 

Standard English 
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Newspapers 

• Develop their understanding of plot by 

summarising the important moments in the 

story. 

• Look in detail at a section of a story to explore 

a characters thoughts. 

 

Children will: 

• Explore how different parts of a newspaper 

can have different purposes e.g. to entertain, 

to inform. 

• Discover how newspaper articles have key 

features to make them easy to read e.g. 

headline, standfirst, lead paragraph and 

captions. 

• Understand that adverts have a main message 

and use attention-grabbing language to 

interest the reader. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The key writing purpose is to write an 

entry for a class newspaper that is set in 

Victorian times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Unit 6 

Stories from another 

culture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Persuasive writing 

Children will: 

• Explore the cultural context of Sugarcane 

Juice to improve understanding of the plot, 

setting and characters. 

• Understand how Pratima Mitchell uses the 

senses to create vivid descriptions. 

• Look closely at how Pratima Mitchell creates 

tension and pace in a section of the story. 

 

Children will: 

• Explore the way that advertising is used to 

change people’s minds or persuade them to 

do something. 

• Understand that adverts have a purpose, 

message and intended audience. 

The key writing purpose is to use the 

historical setting and characters from 

Runaways to write a new part of the 

story from one characters point of 

view. 

 

 

 

 

 

The key writing purpose is to write a 

trailer script to advertise a film for a 

specific audience. 

 

 

Nouns and 

pronouns 
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• Discover how persuasive techniques are used 

in adverts e.g. emotive language and 

questions. 

• Explore different forms of advertising including 

a film review, poster and film trailer. 
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Unit being taught Reading Writing Grammar 

Year 5 
Unit 1 

Myths 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instructions 

Children will: 

• Make connections between the myth 

Prometheus and Pandora, other 

traditional tales and their own 

experiences. 

• Understand that different characters are 

more important to the plot in different 

points of the story. 

• Explore the narrator’s point of view by 

looking at their description of characters 

actions and their use of emotive 

language. 

• .  

 

Children will: 

• Learn how instructions are organised to 

make them easy to follow 

• Identify key features of instruction texts. 

• Consider the audience and purpose of 

different instruction texts. 

 

The key writing purpose is to write a new 

ending from Pandora’s point of view. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The key writing purpose is to write a clear set 

of instructions. 

 

Devices to build 

cohesion within a 

paragraph 

Linking ideas across 

paragraphs 

Unit 2 

A modern retelling of a 

myth/dilemma story 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recounts 

Children will: 

• Learn about the concept of a dilemma 

and engage with a dilemma in Bling. 

• Make links between their own 

experiences and stories they have read. 

• Explore how Billies choices change the 

way he behaves towards other 

characters. 

 

Children will: 

• Learn how a reporter’s description of 

events might not always be reliable. 

• Learn how pejorative language can 

show the reader the point of view from 

which a newspaper recount is written. 

The key writing purpose is to write a diary 

entry in role, exploring the final events of the 

story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The key writing purpose is to write a 

newspaper recount that is suitable for a 

younger reader. 

 

Relative clauses 
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• Identify the key features of a newspaper 

article and discuss how to make a 

recount easier to follow. 

Unit 3 

Poetic style 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Persuasion 

Children will: 

• Read a range of poems about the city 

and make connections with other poems 

they have read. 

• Explore how poets use language for 

effect. 

• Consolidate their understanding of 

poetic terms e.g. rhyme, rhythm, 

alliteration, simile, metaphor and 

personification. 

• Perform a poem with expression to show 

understanding. 

 

 

Children will: 

• Explore different forms of persuasive texts 

and consider when and why they are 

used. 

• Understand that persuasive writing has a 

clear purpose and intended audience. 

• Explore how opinions can be disguised as 

fact in order to persuade the reader. 

The key writing purpose is to write a poem 

building vivid images in the readers mind. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The key writing purpose is to write a 

presentation to consider a point of view. 

 

Model verbs 

Adverbs of 

possibility 

Unit 4 

Stories by significant 

children’s authors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Biography and 

autobiography 

Children will: 

• Make links between stories by Jeremy 

Strong and their own experience. 

• Explore Jeremy Strong’s style and 

techniques. 

• Understand that the narrator has a point 

of view and this is revealed by the way 

the characters are described. 

 

Children will: 

• Decide what they would like to know 

about Jeremy Strong before reading his 

biography and autobiography. 

• Explore how both are different insights 

into a person’s life. 

The key writing purpose is use the author’s 

stories to write a new episode. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The key writing purpose is to write a short 

biography of Anthony Horowitz. 

 

Brackets, dashes or 

commas to 

indicate 

parenthesis 
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• Discover how different types of 

biographical texts are organised to make 

it easy for readers to find information.  

Unit 5 

Stories from another 

culture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-chronological report 

Children will: 

• Connect the story with their own 

experiences and previous reading. 

• Understand the story’s cultural and 

geographical context and use this to 

help visualise the setting. 

• Explore obstacles that the main 

character has to overcome. 

• Understand how a characters own self-

image can differ from the perceptions of 

others. 

 

Children will: 

• Read non-chronological texts to find out 

more information about ogres. 

• Identify the key features of non-

chronological texts and look at how they 

are structured to help the reader to find 

information. 

• Understand how non-chronological texts 

can be altered to suit different 

audiences and purposes. 

The key writing purpose is to write a new 

adventure for Mai-ling, using ideas from the 

Dragon Slayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

T 

 

 

 

The key writing purpose is to write a clearly 

structured non-chronological report about a 

species of dragon. 

 

Converting nouns 

or adjectives into 

verbs and using 

suffixes 

Unit 6 

Dramatic 

conventions/playscripts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussion texts 

Children will: 

• Explore characters motivations and 

thoughts using implicit and explicit 

information. 

• Explore the importance of specific 

characters and moments. 

• Understand that scripts are written for 

different purposes and have a different 

degree of formality. 

 

 

Children will: 

• Learn about the terms balanced, bias, 

personal and impersonal and how to 

recognise them. 

The key writing purpose is to create a new 

scene for a play. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The key writing purpose is to write a balanced 

text. 

 

Use of commas to 

clarify meaning or 

avoid ambiguity. 
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• Identify the conventions of oral and 

written debates. 

• Learn about the purpose of a transcript. 

• Discuss the effectiveness of a transcript 

for a live studio debate. 

 
Year 6 

Unit 1 

Legends 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Journalistic writing 

Children will: 

• Understand that legends can tell us 

useful and interesting things about the 

past. 

• Make connections between Robin Hood, 

other legends they have read and their 

own experiences. 

• Identify how the author helps visualise the 

story by vivid imagery including 

metaphor. 

• Understand what the characters actions 

might reveal about their motivations. 

 

Children will: 

• Read a range of journalistic writing and 

determine its purpose. 

• Understand and identify the who, what, 

why, where and when in a range of 

articles. 

• Identify when journalistic writing is neutral 

or biased. 

The key writing purpose is to retell the story of 

Robin Hood in role. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The key writing purpose is to write a TV 

broadcast. 

 

Expanded noun 

phrases 

Semicolons, colons 

and dashes. 

Synonyms and 

antonyms 

 

 Unit 2 

The power of imagery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children will: 

• Read a range of poems and make 

connections with other poems they have 

read and their own experiences. 

• Through the exploration of Rabbit in Mixer 

Survives by Roger McGough, understand 

that ballads or narrative poems tell a 

story and have a particular form. 

• Understand that imagery id created and 

enhanced in poetry using specific 

techniques e.g. extended metaphor, 

personification, onomatopoeia and 

simile. 

The key writing purpose is to use the historical 

setting and characters from Runaways to 

write a new part of the story from one 

characters point of view. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Punctuation of 

bullet points. 

Layout devices to 

structure text. 
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Argument 

• Develop their understanding of the plot 

by retelling the story and selecting the 

most important events. 

 

Children will: 

• Understand the key features of argument 

texts and identify them. 

• Understand the importance of pejorative 

and emotive language in argument text. 

• Analyse arguments to decide which is 

the strongest and give reasons for their 

answers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The key writing purpose is to write an 

argument for a debate. 

 Unit 3 

Fiction genres 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Formal/impersonal writing 

Children will: 

• Think about different genres of fiction 

writing including fantasy, adventure and 

horror. 

• Focus on the genre of historical writing 

and look for details to show that texts are 

set in the past. 

• Empathise with the characters through 

drama and by learning more about the 

historical context of the story. 

 

Children will: 

• Read a range of formal/impersonal 

writing. 

• Understand the key features of 

formal/impersonal writing and identify 

them. 

• Identify the passive and active voice. 

The key writing purpose is to write a story in a 

genre of choice, using powerful imagery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The key writing purpose is to plan and 

rehearse a role play with appropriate formal 

and informal writing. 

 

Informal and 

informal speech 

and writing, 

subjunctive 

Passive voice 

 Unit 4 

Stories with flashbacks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children will: 

• Understand how a flashback is used to 

recreate past events. 

• Identify the different moods and feelings 

the author has created. 

• Use role-play to explore alternative 

scenarios for the story. 

 

 

The key writing purpose is to write a new story 

with flashbacks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Formal and 

informal 

vocabulary 
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Biography and 

autobiography 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children will: 

• Explore different types of biographical 

material. 

• Identify the key features of biographical 

writing. 

• Decide what they want to know about 

Daniel Radcliffe before they read his 

biography. 

• . 

 

The key writing purpose is to write a 

biography about the life of Alexander Selkirk. 

 

 Unit 5 

Narrative and plays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Persuasive text 

Children will: 

• Understand how monologues reveal the 

inner thoughts of a character to the 

audience. 

• Explore characters thoughts using implicit 

and explicit information. 

• Explore the characters thoughts further 

through dramatic reconstruction. 

 

Children will: 

• Explore different types of persuasive texts. 

• Think about different techniques writes 

can use to persuade the reader. 

• Identify bias in a persuasive text and 

understand how it can be created. 

• Distinguish fact and opinion in a 

persuasive texts. 

The key writing purpose is to write a new 

scene for the play. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The key writing purpose is to write a 

persuasive presentation. 

 

Hyphens to avoid 

ambiguity 

 Unit 6 

Authors and texts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explanations 

Children will: 

• Explore the themes in Michael 

Morpurgo’s writing. 

• Explore how Michael Morpurgo uses 

different sentence types to create 

imagery and atmosphere. 

• Consider the viewpoints of the different 

characters in the story. 

 

Children will: 

• Distinguish explanations from instructions. 

• Understand the key features of 

explanations. 

The key writing purpose is to write a new 

episode for the story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The key writing purpose is to write a text 

explaining how to make a book a best seller. 

Cohesive devices 
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• Research author’s websites and discuss 

how the different features have been 

used. 

 

 

 


