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Autumn 

Turn it up! 

The Big Idea: Sound and light is all around us – from the sound of thunder and the flash of    
lightning in a storm, to a mobile phone ringing and flashing when someone calls us, to the              
billions of different sounds and lights leaping into life on the TV when we switch it on. In this 
unit, we are going to explore the many sounds and lights that are part of our everyday lives. 

Within this unit the children will be learning through a range of subjects: Science, Technology, Music and     
International. Through the Science learning targets, the children will be finding out how sounds are made, how 
to change sounds, how sounds travel to the ear, about the volume of sounds, about sound and noise, where 
light comes from and how shadows are formed. In Technology, the children will be learning how to make   
panpipes. In the music learning targets the children will be learning how to play a simple tune. Through their       
International learning the children will be finding out about music in different cultures and countries and 
about the harmful affects of light pollution.  

 

Additional learning opportunities: The children will have the exciting opportunity to 
make and play their own instruments. They will need to choose the most appropriate       
materials to make their instruments and use them to compose a piece of music.  

Temples, Tombs and Treasures 

The Big Idea: The people who helped create the first great civilisations were not unlike 

you and me. Today we can learn a lot about these people and their way of life through 

the things they left behind – from everyday objects to magnificent and rare treasures.  

Within this unit the children will be learning through a range of subjects: History, Music, Art and  International. 

In their History learning, the children will be finding out why rivers were important to ancient civilisations, 

what daily life was like in Ancient Egypt, how to write using Egyptian hieroglyphics, about the different rulers 

of Egypt, about Ancient Egyptian religion and burials, how the Ancient Egyptians might have built the                    

pyramids, about the treasures discovered in Tutankhamun’s tomb, how to use different sources to find out 

about Ancient Sumer and how to compare life in Ancient Sumer with life in Ancient Egypt. In their Music  

learning, the children will be finding out about the instruments used in Ancient Egypt and Ancient Sumer and 

how to create our own music to retell a story from an ancient civilisation. In Art the children will be finding out 

how to plan and create their own tomb wall painting and how to make an Ancient Egyptian headdress. In their 

International lesson, children will be finding out how to plan an Ancient Egyptian celebration to share with 

friends and    family. 

Additional learning opportunities: The children has the exciting opportunity to turn 

each other into mummies. They also learnt some Egyptian dancing and created a version 

of their own in the same style.  



 
Spring 

Land, Sea and Sky 

The Big Idea: Plants and animals can adapt to living almost anywhere on our Earth. Wherever 
we look on the land, in the sea and in the sky, we find living things that have evolved in unique 
ways just to live there.  

Within this unit, the children will be learning through a range of subjects: Science, Technology and                  
International. Through the Science learning targets the children will be finding out how water plants are  
different from other plants,  how fish have adapted to living in water, how birds are adapted to flying, how to 
create a classification key to group animals, about different kinds of rocks and soils, how fossils are formed, 
about food chains in different world habitats, about the life cycles of plants and animals, about different kinds 
of rocks and soils and how fossils are formed. In Technology the children will be learning how to set up an 
aquarium. Through their International learning the children will be finding out how the environmental changes 
are a threat to the world’s coral reefs and about Earth Day and how we can help our planet.  
 

Additional learning opportunities: The children will have the opportunity to explore life in 
water –under the sea, in rivers or in ponds. The children can virtually visit an aquarium and              
observe the wide range of animals  and plants that live in water, to find out how they are suited 
to their environments.  

Island Life  

The Big Idea: Geographers and explorers estimate that there are over one million islands on 

earth. They range hugely in size, location, habitat and climate, but all are surrounded by       

water. As one in six people live on an island, let’s explore what some islands are like across the 

globe!  

Within this unit the children will be learning through a range of subjects: Geography, Art, International, Music 

and PE. In their Geography learning the children will be finding out about different islands we know about, 

learning about new islands and comparing with existing knowledge, about where different islands are located 

in the world and finding them on maps, about the geographical features on different islands, about the                    

features of a river, how to use a compass and map, how to use 4 figure grid references, about how different 

islands are formed and about an island in detail. In Art the children will be finding out about fabrics from 

different islands, how to create an island inspired stamp, about artists and architects who have been inspired 

by islands and how to create an island sunset artwork. In their International lessons, the children will be                 

finding out about the unique cultural aspects of place and how island culture is under threat. In Music, the 

children will be finding out about different musical genres from islands around the world and how to create, 

perform and evaluate a piece of music. In PE, the children will be finding out about team work through pirate 

inspired games and how to create a dance as part of a group. 

Additional learning opportunities: The children will have the exciting opportunity to take 

part in a pirate themed day, dressing up as pirates and experiencing what life would be like 

living on an island. 



 

They Made A Difference 

The Big Idea: Some people have made such a big difference in the world that their                    

influence on our lives can still be felt today. From scientists to sports people, from politicians 

to musicians, from all backgrounds, countries, races and religions there are people whose 

ideas or achievements have singled them out from others.  

Within this unit the children will be learning through a range of subjects: History, Society, Art, Music and                 

International. In their History learning the children will be finding out about world leaders from the past, how 

to make a timeline, how leaders in the past compare to leaders today, about significant scientists from the 

past and about primary and secondary sources of information. In Society, the children will be finding out about 

people who fought for the rights of others. In their Art learning, the children will be finding out how artists can 

influence the way we look at the world, about the work of an important sculptor and how to paint a portrait of 

someone significant to us. In Music, the children will be finding out about well-known musicians from the host 

and home countries, how we can compose our own music in a similar style and why some music/musicians are 

significant. In International, the children will be finding out how the World Wide Web has connected countries 

and about people who are significant on a global level 

Additional learning opportunities: The children will have the exciting opportunity to 

dress up as a significant person from the past—someone who has impacted on the 

lives of people today. They will have the opportunity to share information about their 

famous person with others in the class.  

Summer 

Bright Sparks 

The Big Idea: Electricity is an energy that flows along wires in our homes, schools, offices, towns 
and cities to power lights, televisions, computers, cars and trains, and hundreds of other things 
that we use every day. Let's find out what we can do with electricity. 

Within this unit the children will be learning through a range of subjects: Science, Technology, History and             
International. Through the Science learning targets, the children will be finding out about which common                  
appliances run on electricity, how to make an electrical circuit, which materials allow electricity to pass through 
them, what happens when we change a circuit, how to build bigger circuits, about magnetism and electricity, 
about using electricity as heat and how to keep safe around electricity. In Technology the children will be               
learning how to make a house with lights and a door buzzer. In their History learning the children will be finding 
out about the history of the light bulb. In their International learning targets the children will be finding out how 
we produce electricity for our country and why saving electricity is good for the planet.  

 
Additional learning opportunities: The children will have the exciting opportunity to create a TV 
documentary explain how electricity is produce and the impact of using to too much electricity on 
our planet.  



 

Shake it 

The Big Idea: We are going to find out all about solids, liquids and gases by making 

butter and cheese, and milkshakes.  

Within this unit the children will be learning through a range of subjects: Science,                    

Technology and International. In their Science learning, the children will be finding out about solids, liquids 

and gases, how we can change milk into a solid, how some materials change when heated or cooled, what 

happens when butter is heated, about the behaviour of gases in liquids, which solids will dissolve in a liquid 

and about the science of making milkshakes. In Technology, the children will be finding out how to deign and 

make a hand whisk. In their International learning, the children will be finding out about alternatives to cow’s 

milk.  

Additional learning opportunities: The children will have the exciting opportunity to               

design and make their own milkshakes using their knowledge that they have gained 

throughout the unit whilst selecting their own unique ingredients to include.  

 

Summer continued 


