
IPC  Curriculum Overview  

Milepost 3—Year 6 

Weather and Climate 

The Big Idea: Differences in weather and climate affect our lives and our lifestyles. We   cannot 
control our weather and climate, but they can control us - influencing where we live, what we 
can do, what we wear, even what we eat! In this unit we will be finding out about the differences 
between weather and climate, and the important role they play in the lives of everyone on the 
planet. 

Within this unit the children will be learning through a range of subjects : Geography, Science, Technology, ICT and 

Computing and International. In Geography, the children will be learning about the weather and climate in different 

parts of the world, how human activities in different regions are affected by weather and climate, how to produce 

our own weather forecasts, how clouds are formed, about the water cycle and about some extreme weather            

records. Through their Science learning, the children will be finding out how to conduct  experiments to simulate 

weather types,  how to make predictions, observations, and draw conclusions and about ways we can measure and 

record weather. In Technology the children will be learning how to design and build our own weather station           

instruments and about the different types of modern technology used to measure the weather. In their ICT &           

Computing learning targets, the children will be finding out what copyright is and how it affects the ways we              

research and use information on the internet, how to use inputs and outputs to program an interactive online quiz 

about ‘Weather and Climate’ and why it’s important to be respectful when leaving comments and feedback online. 

In International, the children will learn about climate and environmental problems in our home and host countries 

and what simple things we can do to improve our environment.  

Parental involvement: Parents/careers will be invited into school to share an afternoon of 

learning via the use of a quiz that has been designed and created by the children using all of 

their knowledge, skills and  understanding that they have gained throughout the unit.  

Autumn 

Full Power 

The Big Idea: Electricity is one of the most important discoveries ever made and we have learned 
how to use it to power almost every aspect of our lives. But who discovered electricity and how does 
it work? 

Within this unit the children will be learning through a range of subjects: Science, Technology, History and             
International. In their Science learning the children will be finding out how to make an electrical circuit, how we can 
change a circuit, how to draw a circuit diagram, how to build circuits from diagrams, about different kinds of                
circuits, how to make an electric wire-loop game, about electricity and heat and about the dangers of electricity. In 
their Technology learning the children will be learning how to design a car’s headlights, horn and fan and making 
these using electrical equipment. In History the children will be finding out who discovered electricity. Through 
their International learning the children will be finding out about  issues concerning  electricity in the future and 
what might happen in a power cut scenario.  

 
Additional learning opportunity: Professor Nitrate will  guide the children through a Science tour of 
discovery during a silly Science workshop learning about a elements, forces, chemical reactions,               
molecules and bonds as well as experiencing some exiting experiments and explosions.  

Parental involvement: Parents will be invited into school to create ‘buzz wire’ style games with the                    
children using their knowledge of electricity that has been gained throughout the unit. 



 

The Holiday Show 

The Big Idea: We will be finding out about our responsibilities as tourists, and the       

impact that our choice of holiday and travel destination can have on the human and  

physical environment. 

Within this unit the children will be learning through a range of subjects: Geography,  

History, Technology,   Music, ICT and Computing and International. In Geography, the children will be learning 

about a tourist attraction in our local area, about the role of our local Tourist Information Centre, how maps 

can give us tourist information, about tourism and its impact on regions, countries and cultures and how we 

can create an eco-friendly, sustainable holiday resort. Through their History learning the children will be         

finding out how to create a history tour of our local area/host country. In Technology learning targets the       

children will learn how to evaluate materials used to market holidays and how to create our own marketing 

materials to sell a holiday. Whilst learning through the subject of Music, the children will be finding out about 

music from different    countries around the world. In ICT & Computing, the children will learn how to plan a  

holiday route around the world using QR codes to identify different locations and how to create their own 

translation app for a world traveller to use on their mobile phone. In their International lessons, the children 

will learn about what makes a good global traveller and how to create a welcome pack for our school/local  

area.  

Parental involvement: Parents are invited to school to take part in a holiday show.     
Children will use their knowledge gain throughout the unit, to persuade visitors to             
‘St Augustine’s travel agents’ to purchase a holiday to their destination of choice. This 
event will also give the children the opportunity to share their knowledge, skills and      
understanding that they have gained through the unit.  

Spring 

Existing, Endangered, Extinct... 

The Big Idea: From tiny tadpoles to giant squid, living things exist in an amazing variety of 
forms. Why is there so much variety and how do scientists sort, identify and classify the millions 
of species living today? 

Within this unit, the children will be learning through a range of subjects: Science, Technology and                   
International. Through the Science learning targets how and why living things are classified, how a vertebrate 
and an invertebrate are different, how to classify local plants and animals, about the effects of food chains in 
our locality, about friendly and unfriendly micro-organisms, how fungi are different from plants and animals 
and why composting is good for the environment. In Technology the children will be finding out how to make 
their own compost bin. In their International learning how the international community can protect               
endangered species and why biodiversity is important for the well-being of the planet.  

 
 
Additional learning opportunities: During this unit  the children will be visited by a wildlife 
expert who will share his specialist knowledge of a variety of different animals whilst 
providing the children with the opportunity to see and handle over 35 different animal            
species.  



Look Hear 

The Big Idea: Whether we are driving around in our cars, working, or relaxing at home, we 
are turning on lights, music, TV, radio, computers and mobile phones. We are plugged in to 
sound and light 24 hours a day. But what is the science behind sound and light? 

Within this unit, the children will be learning through a range of subjects: Science, Technology, Music and     
International. Through their Science learning the children will be finding out how we hear sounds and see light, 
how the human ear and eye works, how sound and light waves travel, how a string telephone works, how we 
can change the pitch of sounds and about echoes and acoustics. In Technology the children will be finding out 
how to make an elastic band guitar. In Music the children will be learning how to play their homemade         
instruments. Through their International learning the children will be finding out about light and noise          
pollution.  

 
Additional learning opportunities: Children will be  using their knowledge of sound and how 
it travels to create musical instruments out of junk modelling materials. 
 
 



 

The Great, The Bold and The Brave 

The Big Idea: The history of western civilisation begins with the Greeks and the Romans. 

Their expanding empires helped to spread ideas about architecture, food, entertainment,      

literature, science, medicine and politics across the globe. As their empires ended, other         

cultures rose to prominence, absorbing and passing on their own ideas and cultures – creating the world we 

know today. 

Within this unit, the children will be learning through a range of subjects: History, Music, Art and International. 

In History, the children will be learning about  the Greek city-states of Athens and Sparta, how people voted in 

Athens and Sparta, how the Persian War brought the Greek city-states together, what the Parthenon can tell us 

about Athenian life, how to perform our own Greek play, about the life Alexander the Great and what he 

achieved, why Rome had a republic and then an emperor, what daily life was like in Ancient Rome, what             

happened when the Romans invaded another country, why the Roman Empire declined, what happened when 

the Anglo-Saxons invaded and settled in Britain, about the Viking invasion of Britain, about the life and legacy of 

Alfred the Great, how to use archaeological evidence to find out about the past and about the history of Britain, 

from the Roman occupation to the Norman Conquest. Through the learning targets in Music, the  children will 

be finding out how to write and perform our own Greek chorus. In their Art learning,  the children will be l                

earning about  Ancient Greek and Roman art and ow to create our own piece of art in a Greek or Roman style.  

In their International learning the children will be finding out about the effects of invasion on countries around 

the world.  

Additional learning opportunities: A Roman soldier in full armour, Lucius Felix Silvanus,  will talk 

to the children about life as a gladiator, displaying his weaponry and demonstrating the equipment 

used. The children will be led through a soldiers' drill and a mock barbarian battle. Lucius will also 

spend time describing the food he ate, the way he bathed and takes time to play some Roman 

games. The children will also be given the opportunity to experience Greek theatre. 

Summer 

Out of Africa 

The Big Idea: First there was the big bang! Then life began on Earth 3.8 billion years ago. But 
when did humans arrive and where did we come from? If we can find out the answer to these 
questions perhaps we can figure out where we are heading in the future… 

Within this unit the children will be learning through a range of units: Science, Technology and International. 
Through the Science learning targets the children will be finding out how life began in the sea then came out 
of the sea, how fossils provide information about living things from the past, why the dinosaurs died out, 
about the classification of plants and animals, how plants and animals reproduce, how living things evolve and 
change over time, how plants and animals are adapted to their environment, how adaptation leads to                  
evolution and whether there is life on other planets. In Technology the children will be finding out about what 
foods early humans ate, grew and cooked and about prehistoric food and cooking techniques. In their                        
International learning the children will finding out how superbugs evolve and spread around the world and 
why we should prevent species extinction.  
Additional learning opportunities: The children will be given the chance to design a prehistoric meal which 
can be enjoyed by the whole school.  


