
IPC  Curriculum Overview  

Milepost 2—Year 4 

Scavengers and Settlers 

The Big Idea: The Big Idea: Humans are special. Unlike other animals, we can adapt and 
learn new skills in order to survive, which is exactly what our ancestors did in the Stone, 
Bronze and Iron Ages. 

Within this unit the children will be learning through a range of subjects: History, Art, Technology and                     
International.  Through their History learning, the children will be finding out how fossils are made and what 
we can learn from them, what our earliest ancestors might have looked like, how our  ancestors were able to 
survive, how to use archaeological evidence to find out about a prehistoric hunter, where our ancestors 
settled and how they live, how we can learn about the past by investigating a Stone Age village and what life 
was like during the Bronze Age and Iron Ages. In Art, the children will be learning how to create our own                  
prehistoric cave paintings and how to make and decorate pottery, based on one of the periods we have                    
explored. Through the Technology learning targets, the children will be finding out about the types of foods 
that the first farmers would have grown and how we can update the dishes that the early settlers may have 
eaten. In their International learning, the children will be finding out how we can work together to learn new 
skills and achieve out goals.  

Additional learning opportunities: The children will meet an ancestor from just after the Ice Age, who will 
visit school to explain their hunter-gatherer lifestyle. He will show the tools they made and talk about the                    

animals they hunted and the variety of foodstuffs they gathered for the tribe. He will also 
discuss the other groups of humans that lived alongside their people. This is an interactive 
and memorable way to learn about early man.  

The children will also have the opportunity build shelters similar to those used by the early 
man to protect themselves from the harsh environment that they lived in.  

Autumn 

Turn it up! 

The Big Idea: Sound and light is all around us – from the sound of thunder and the flash of    
lightning in a storm, to a mobile phone ringing and flashing when someone calls us, to the              
billions of different sounds and lights leaping into life on the TV when we switch it on. In this 
unit, we are going to explore the many sounds and lights that are part of our everyday lives. 

Within this unit the children will be learning through a range of subjects: Science, Technology, Music and     
International. Through the Science learning targets, the children will be finding out how sounds are made, how 
to change sounds, how sounds travel to the ear, about the volume of sounds, about sound and noise, where 
light comes from and how shadows are formed. In Technology, the children will be learning how to make   
panpipes. In the music learning targets the children will be learning how to play a simple tune. Through their       
International learning the children will be finding out about music in different cultures and countries and 
about the harmful affects of light pollution.  
 

Parental involvement: Parents will be invited into school to make junk model                 
instruments with their children as part of an engaging and exciting entry point to the unit.  

 



 

Different Lives, Similar Places 

The Big Idea: People lead different lives. Even people in the same country, the same 

town or the same street can have different lifestyles. But they can have things in                  

common, too – they can both like the same food or football team! We are going to find 

out about things that make us different and things that make us the same. 

Within this unit the children will be learning through a range of subjects: Society, Geography, History,                     

Technology and International.  In the Society learning targets, the children will be finding out about ways of 

life in different countries and about festivals and celebrations in other countries. In their Geography learning, 

the children will be finding out what different countries are like, how the climate affects the way people live, 

where our food comes from, what people grow and eat in different countries and what products we make in 

our host country. When learning through History, the children will be finding out about important people in 

the countries we are studying, about the way important people have changed lives and how to make a                    

timeline for the host country. In their Technology learning targets, the children will be finding out how people, 

food and water are transported, how wheels, levers, pulleys, slides and floats work and about the                                   

development of the motor car and how it has changed the world. When learning through the International 

learning targets, the children will learn about the difference between rich and poor countries, why people 

around the world have different lives and what is being done to help the least developed countries.  

Additional learning opportunities: Children will be given the opportunity to make links with 
children living and going to school in America. They will be able to share what it is like to live 
and go to school in England and compare it to the lives of the children living in America in this 
unique and interesting opportunity.  

Spring 

Land, Sea and Sky 

The Big Idea: Plants and animals can adapt to living almost anywhere on our Earth. Wherever 
we look on the land, in the sea and in the sky, we find living things that have evolved in unique 
ways just to live there.  

Within this unit, the children will be learning through a range of subjects: Science, Technology and                  
International. Through the Science learning targets the children will be finding out how water plants are  
different from other plants,  how fish have adapted to living in water, how birds are adapted to flying, how to 
create a classification key to group animals, about different kinds of rocks and soils, how fossils are formed, 
about food chains in different world habitats, about the life cycles of plants and animals, about different kinds 
of rocks and soils and how fossils are formed. In Technology the children will be learning how to set up an 
aquarium. Through their International learning the children will be finding out how the environmental changes 

are a threat to the world’s coral reefs and about Earth Day and how we can help our planet.  
 
Additional learning opportunities: During this unit  the children will be visited by a wildlife 
expert who will share his specialist knowledge of a variety of different animals whilst      
providing the children with the opportunity to see and handle over 35 different animal       
species.  



 

Footprints from the Past 

The Big Idea: Dinosaurs lived millions of years ago – long before people lived on Earth. No one 

has ever seen a dinosaur so how do we know anything about them? Fossil evidence and             

dinosaur bones provide our only clues. Like detectives, we will try to discover what dinosaurs 

looked like, what they ate and what might have happened to them in the end. 

Within this unit the children will be learning through a range of subjects: History, Geography, Science, Art and 

International. In their History learning, the children will be finding out about the different time periods when 

dinosaurs lived, how to make a time line, about fossil hunters from around the world and about different ideas 

to explain why the dinosaurs died out. In Geography, the children will be learning about what the Earth looked 

like millions of years ago and where to look for dinosaur bones. In their Science learning targets the children will 

be finding out what a fossil is and how a fossil is formed, about different types of rock, how to make a               

dinosaur fossil, how to find out what dinosaurs looked like, what dinosaurs ate, how to sort and classify                  

dinosaurs and about the other animals and plants that lived at the same time as the dinosaurs. In their Art                       

learning, the children will be finding out about how artists draw dinosaurs, how to make a sculpture of a                     

dinosaur and how to make reptile-skin patterns. In their International learning, the children will be finding out 

where dinosaurs have been found and about the rules of exploration. 

Additional learning opportunities: The children will be given a unique and incredibly exciting 

opportunity to meet  Sophie, a young Tyrannosaurus Rex, who is only 7 years old. She 

has animatronic features and a realistic roar making this the most dynamic interactive                        

learning experience. Alongside this amazing experience the children will be taking part in the 

Life Long Ago workshops  locating and identifying fossils from the most iconic dinosaurs from the past. They will 

find out where they lived, where they came from and what they ate, and much more. This is a great opportunity 

for our young, palaeontologists. 

Summer 

Bright Sparks 

The Big Idea: Electricity is an energy that flows along wires in our homes, schools, offices, towns 
and cities to power lights, televisions, computers, cars and trains, and hundreds of other things 
that we use every day. Let's find out what we can do with electricity. 

Within this unit the children will be learning through a range of subjects: Science, Technology, History and             
International. Through the Science learning targets, the children will be finding out about which common                  
appliances run on electricity, how to make an electrical circuit, which materials allow electricity to pass through 
them, what happens when we change a circuit, how to build bigger circuits, about magnetism and electricity, 
about using electricity as heat and how to keep safe around electricity. In Technology the children will be               
learning how to make a house with lights and a door buzzer. In their History learning the children will be finding 
out about the history of the light bulb. In their International learning targets the children will be finding out how 

we produce electricity for our country and why saving electricity is good for the planet.  
 
Parental involvement: Parents are invited to school to enable the children to share their 
knowledge of electricity and teach parents about electrical circuits. .   


