
IPC  Curriculum Overview  

Milepost 1—Year 2 

The Magic Toymaker 

The Big Idea: Toys come in many shapes and sizes. They are made of different materials but 
all are designed for us to have fun with, to learn new skills and to exercise our bodies and our 
imagination. 

Throughout this unit, the children will be learning through a range of subjects: History, Science,  Technology, 

Physical Education, ICT and Computing and International. In their History learning, the children will be finding 

out about toys and games from the past, how to decide if a toy is new or old, how to create our own toy        

museum and how we can learn about the past in different ways. In Science, the children will be learning about 

how to sort toys based on what they are made out of, which materials can be bent, squashed, twisted or 

stretched, what materials are best for making a bath toy and about pushes and pulls, and how things move. In 

their Technology learning, the children will be finding out about ‘magic’ toys that fool our eyes, how to design 

and make our own board game and how to design and make our own puppets.  In Physical Education, the            

children will be learning about how different toys move and how to attack and defend. In their ICT and              

Computing learning targets,  the children will be finding out how to make our own space-themed computer 

game. Through the learning target in their International lessons the children will be finding out about a                 

popular game from another country and teaching others how to play it. 

Additional learning opportunities: The children will be given the exciting opportunity to 
see toys from the past in action during in a unique puppet show. They will also be able to see 
the puppets up close and learn about how they are made and about the materials they are 
made from. The children will then be able to use this knowledge to create their very on        
puppets when  participating in the puppet making masterclass alongside the professional 
puppeteer.  

Autumn 

What is it made of? 

The Big Idea: Everything we touch is made up of a material: wood, plastic, fabric, glass, gold, 
steel, etc. We use different materials to make different objects. Why? We are going to find out! 

Within this unit the children will be learning through a range of subjects: Science, Technology and                  
International.  Through the Science learning targets the children will be finding out about what objects are 
made of, how we use different materials, what is similar and different between materials and how we can 
group them, where materials come from and how to choose the most appropriate material for the task we 
have planned. In Technology, the children will be planning and designing a classroom make over thinking 
about their learning linked to different materials. In their International learning the children will be finding out 
about the materials that are used to build homes, why plastic waste is a global problem and what we can do 
about it.   

Parental involvement: Parents are invited to join their children in making junk model boats  
using the knowledge that they have gained about materials and how to choose the most           
appropriate materials for the task.  Once made, they will have the opportunity to ‘sail’ the boats 
to see if their choices of materials where appropriate to the challenge they had been set.  



 

The Circus is Coming to Town 

The Big Idea: Have you heard the saying ‘laughter is the best medicine’? Laughing and having fun 
are such an important part of our lives. We all love being entertained and enjoying                      
ourselves. For a very long time, the circus has been a special place where people, from many parts 
of the world, go to be entertained, laugh and have fun. 

Within this unit the children will be learning through a range of subjects: Art, History, Science, Technology,      
Geography, Physical Education, Society, Music, ICT and Computing and International. Through the learning          
taking place in Art, the children will be finding out how to draw faces and understand expressions and about the 
work of artists who have painted pictures about the circus. In their History learning, the children will be finding 
out what circuses were like in the past, about some of the people who made circuses famous and how circuses 
have changed over the years. In Science, the children will be finding out which materials would make a                  
waterproof tent, which materials to use for circus costumes and about forces – pushes and pulls in circus acts . 
In the Technology learning targets, the children will be learning how to put up a tent and how to plan and make 
circus tents for soft toys. Through their Geography learning, the children will be finding out how to draw maps 
and plans of a circus and how to use maps and atlases to find out about the countries some circus animals come 
from. In Physical Education, the children will be finding out how to use juggling balls, how to balance and make 
movements used in circus performances and how to use tactics in playing team games.  Through the learning in 
the Society lessons, the children will be finding out how to stay safe in busy places and what it’s like to be a               
circus artist. When learning through Music, the children will be finding out about music for the circus and how to 
compose and write rhythms and tunes about circus performers. In ICT and Computing, the children will be                   
finding out how to draw a plan for our own circus and how to make tickets and a poster for our own circus. In 
their International learning, the children will be finding out what different people think about using animals in 
the circus and what the circus of the future might look like.  

Additional learning opportunities: The children will be given the exciting and unique                               
opportunity to dress up like a clown. They will also experience a circus show that will be                        
performed by  professionals from Circus Sensible and participate in workshops where they can 
learn a range of circus skills.  

Spring 

Look and Listen 

The Big Idea: Have you ever wondered how you can hear and how you can see? You can 
hear a dog barking and you can see it wag its tail. You can hear me talking and you can see me    
smiling at you. What makes hearing and seeing possible? 

Within this unit the children will be learning through a variety of subjects: Science, Technology, Music and     
International. Through their Science learning the children will be finding out where sound and light come from, 
how they can make sound with their bodies and objects, how sound enters the ear, how animals can use their 
sense of sight and sound and how we can change sounds. In Technology the children will be designing and 
making their own drums and other musical instruments. I n Music the children will be learning how to play a 
drum rhythm. Through the International learning targets the children will be finding out how languages are 

made up of different sounds and how bright light can affect people and animals.  

Additional opportunities: Children will be given the opportunity to use their knowledge of 
sound and how it travels to make junk model instruments then use them to play a piece of 
music in small groups.   



 

From A to B 

The Big Idea: Every day people all over the world make different types of journeys – on land, on 
sea and in the air. To make these journeys we have invented lots of different ways of getting from 
A to B.  

Within this unit the children will be learning through a range of subjects: Geography, History, Art, Science,               

Technology, Music, Society, ICT and Computing and International. In Geography, the children will be finding out 

how we travel to school, how to make maps to record our journey to school, how to create our own train                             

journey around the host country, how we can travel to different countries and how to create our own activity   

holiday. Through their learning in History, the children will be finding out about transport in the past, how to 

make a timeline to show when different types of transport were invented and about exploring different types of 

transport from myths and legends.  In their Art learning, the children will be finding out how to create our own 

futurist painting to capture the speed and movement of transport and how to create a boat collage in the style of 

Turner and Monet. In Science, the children will be learning how to make our own sail boats and aeroplanes. 

Throughout the Technology learning targets, the children will be finding out how to make a ‘vehicle’ to transport 

a small toy from one place to another, how to make plans for vehicles and how to test our vehicles to see how 

well they work. When learning through Music, the children will be finding out about  the sounds different types of 

transport make and how to create our own ‘sound journey’. In Society, the children will be finding out how to 

cross roads safely, about bicycle and road safety and about people with restricted mobility. Through the learning 

taking part in ICT and Computing, the children will be learning how to create a simple algorithm, how to             

program Bee-bots to follow precise instructions and about multi-player online gaming and how to stay safe 

online. In their International learning, the children will be finding out how children around the world 

travel to school.  

Additional learning opportunities: The children will be given the exciting opportunity to visit                
Manchester Airport  and experience the runway visit. They will role-play different situations and 
careers that can be found in the airport, learn about different parts of the aircraft and visit the flight 

desk to experience what it would be like to be a pilot, as well as observing movements around the air field.  

Summer 

Live and Let Live 

The Big Idea: What do living things such as animals and plants need in order to survive and 
grow? Do humans have the same needs? What is the difference between a living thing and 
something that has never been alive?  

Within this unit the children will be learning through a range of subjects: Science, Technology and                       
International.  Through the Science learning targets the children will be finding out about what animals and                
humans need to survive, how living and non-living things are different, how animals and humans grow and 
change , how to attract wildlife to our environment and how to sort living things into groups. In Technology, the 
children will  be exploring different types of bird feeders and then using this knowledge to design and make 
their own. Through their International  learning, the children will be finding out about different animals and 

plants from around the world.  

Additional learning opportunities: Children will participate in an exciting bug hunt around the 
school ground to see what interesting and fascinating creatures are living in our local area.  


